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The Role of citizen’s Socio-economic Status in their Attitude toward
Cyberspace

Seyed Kamaleddin Mousavi', Maryam Chak-kon Fini?

Abstract

Due to the widespread penetration of cyberspace, this study is devoted to
investigate socio-economic status as a key factor that impacts on citizen’s
attitudes toward internet and cyberspace. The main object of the research here is
to know the relation between soci-economic status and the attitude toward
cyberspace. The research was conducted in 2022 among 384 citizens who live
in Kashan and have been selected via cluster sampling method. The theoretical
framework of the research is a combination of Bourdieu’s capitals theory, neo-
Marxist and neo-Veberian theories on class, and Castels-Ragneda,s digital
world and capital theory. Findings showed a direct relation of socio-economic
status of the citizens and their attitude toward cyberspace. It means, the more
socio-economic status, the more positive attitude toward cyberspace. Among
the components of socio-economic status, ascribed statuses of respondents has a
reverse, but others- capitals and job position-conditions- have a direct relation
with attitude toward cyberspace.

Keywords: attitude to cyberspace, socio-economic status, citizens, ascribed
statuses.
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