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The Re-Creation of the Phoenix Myth in Contemporary
Palestinian Poetry: An Analysis Based on Mircea
Eliade’s Approach
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Myth functions as an active and influential force and serves as a practical
guide in primitive societies. Contemporary Palestinian poets, by linking the
myths of early humanity to the lived realities of the present, seek to convey
particular dimensions of their collective and personal concerns. By employing
various myths—among them the myth of the Phoenix—they present poetic
images of their suffering and pain. This study, using an analytical—
comparative method and drawing on Mircea Eliade’s mythological theory
along with a hermeneutic approach, examines how contemporary Palestinian
poets reinterpret the myth of the Phoenix. To this end, the symbolic elements,
processes of decoding, and linguistic and syntactic features of the poems are
first analyzed; then, based on Eliade’s model, the deeper layers of meaning
are uncovered. In light of Eliade’s concept of myths of “return to the origins,”
the study investigates how the Phoenix’s renewal is reimagined and what
themes the poets generate through their use of this myth. The findings indicate
that Samih al-Qasim, with a tone of despair, uses only the external attributes
of the Phoenix for poetic imagery. Fadwa Touqan and Moin Bessiso employ
the myth primarily to express political and social aims, whereas Mahmoud
Darwish integrates the Phoenix motif into personal and introspective themes.

Keywords: Phoenix Myth, Palestinian Poetry, Mircea Eliade, Return to the
Origins, Political Resurrection.
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