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The ancient Greek heritage and especially the myths of that land have an
active presence in contemporary Palestinian poetry and are considered one
of the important instruments of that poetry. The myth of Icarus is one of
the important myths that has attracted the attention of Palestinian poets.
This myth, due to having a set of contradictory concepts in it, including
captivity by the enemy, passion for flight, trying to overcome adverse
conditions, ascensionism, desire for immortality on the one hand, and
narcissism, false self-confidence, Paying attention to the advices of wise
old man and the fall and failure on the other hand, provided this ground
for the mentioned poets to take inspiration from that ancient experience
and outline their wishes with a new look, considering the political and
social conditions governing Palestine. and discuss their personal and non-
personal experiences and convey their mental concepts to poetic audiences
with a more artistic interpretation. In the light of the prominent presence
of the myth of Icarus in contemporary Palestinian poetry and the
important role of that mythical figure in conveying some concepts, the
present research tries to reveal the reading of the myth of Icarus by
contemporary Palestinian poets with a qualitative approach and
descriptive-analytical method. The poets who were inspired by the above-
mentioned myth in six songs are Ezzeddin Manasera, Samih Al-Qasim
and Jabra Ibrahim Jabra. The investigation shows that the studied poets
have involved the mythical character of Icarus more in the dark and
dramatic atmosphere and that character is mainly responsible for bitter
political and social experiences.

The myth of Icarus, Palestinian poetry, captivity, passion for freedom,
political failure.
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1. Introduction

How writers draw inspiration from the heritage of the past and how they use their experiences to
express and depict new experiences has always been and is one of the important and prominent issues
in literary criticism. The study shows that contemporary Arabic poetry in general, and contemporary
Palestinian poetry in particular, is built on the elements of the six heritages of myth, religion, history,
literature, folklore, and Sufism, and poets have professionally used that source to reflect ideology,
beliefs, and various personal and impersonal experiences, in order to authenticize their literary work
and empower poetic expression, while presenting a solid and original poem of their vision, and to
show their knowledge and awareness of that heritage to the audience.

One type of heritage that has found a prominent place in contemporary Palestinian poetry and has
attracted the special attention of the poets of that land is the ancient heritage of myth, which itself is
divided into two parts: Eastern myths and Western myths. Apart from the Eastern myths used in
contemporary Palestinian poetry - which itself requires another independent discussion - Western
myths, and especially Greek myths, have a strong and impressive presence in that poetry, bearing the
burden of many concepts and experiences of the poets of that land and playing an undeniable role in
the artistic and symbolic expression of the concepts they intend. One of the most important myths used
in Palestinian poetry, which has had a strong presence in poetry and has attracted the attention of
contemporary poets of that stricken land, is the Greek myth of Icarus. It is worth noting that the
aforementioned myth has been used in contemporary Arabic poetry under other names such as Akarus
(by Abbas Mahmoud Akkad), Ikar (by Badr Shakir al-Sayyab, 1zz al-Din al-Manasra and Adonis), and
Ikarus (by Jabra Ibrahim Jabra).

2. Methodology

Given the special attention paid by contemporary Palestinian poets to the myth of Icarus and the
prominent role of its legacy in the formation and transmission of various concepts, this study aims to
uncover the readings of the studied poets of the myth in question using a descriptive-analytical method
and answer these two central questions: First, what aspects of the myth of Icarus have contemporary
Palestinian poets focused on? Second, what was the purpose or purposes of recreating the
aforementioned myth in the poetry of the studied poets? It is worth mentioning that 1zz al-Din
Manasra in two poems, "The Road to Damascus" and "The Waxing of Icarus's Liver", Samih al-Qasim
in three poems, "A Funeral in Three Ashes", and "Guantanamo" and "The Fatigue of Metals", and
Jabra Ibrahim Jabra in his poem "Icarus" were inspired by the aforementioned myth, all of which are
part of the study community of this study.

3. .Results:

While Manasra built his new text on the structure of the Greek mythological heritage, he also had his
own innovations; that, contrary to the original, not his wings but his liver were formed from wax, that,
contrary to his mythological fate, he did not fall into the sea, but rather he experienced an ascent to the
sun and becoming one with a celestial plant, and that, contrary to his past, which had a personal and
individual concern, he has now pursued a collective experience with a socio-political approach. This
call, which has been accompanied by intertextuality and familiarity, has brought about the dynamism
of the present text and has brought together originality and innovation.

By building the poem in question on the structures of the myth of Icarus, Samih Al-Qasim connected
the threads of his poetic text and was able to present a literary-political reading by objectifying the
concept of sacrifice and self-sacrifice from a historical event. He was able to use the technique of
"objective participation” by T. S. Eliot, distanced himself from the direct and explicit expression of his
feelings and ideology and, by intervening with the Greek archetype, unveiled the new dream of the
contemporary lcarus. It is worth mentioning that in the poet’s view, the martyrdom of the
contemporary Icarus (the Palestinian warrior) is a death that brings another life and heralds another
resurrection and uprising. It is with this view that he will raise a cypress from the ashes of Icarus’ body
and raise the banner of struggle and battle to ultimately achieve the desired freedom.



”?

ATthough Jabra Tbrahim Jabra

initially tried to retell the mythical experience of Icarus and the theme of his rise and fall, he ultimately
instills in the reader that today he and his contemporaries play the role of Icarus and strive to
overcome the aforementioned limitations and achieve their main and collective goal, which is
liberation and freedom. What distinguishes the Greek Icarus from the contemporary Palestinian Icarus
(who were numerous here) is that the problem facing the contemporary Icarus is a political one.

4.Conclusion

The study shows that this mythological story with keywords such as captivity, the idea of liberation,
the desire for flight, the desire for immortality, asceticism, false pride, aimless self-esteem, narcissism,
disregard for the advice of wise elders, unbalanced flight, failure and fall, etc. created a suitable
background for contemporary Arab poets in general, and contemporary Palestinian poetry in
particular, to take help from that source to express their concerns and ideals in an objective manner,
considering the special environmental conditions and the relatively chaotic and incompatible situation
of Arab society, and to convey their message to the audience with a symbolic and cryptic expression.
Contemporary Palestinian poets have had a special focus on this myth, to the extent that it can be said
that the myth of Icarus finds its main identity in contemporary Palestinian poetry, and its invocation
and application are recognized among the poets of this land.
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