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Abstract

The examination of sermons and letters in Nahj al-Balagha indicates that
Imam Ali (peace be upon him), in addition to issuing rulings regarding
women, utilized various means to depict his mental concepts of the
personality of women and their characteristics in the process of conveying
meaning. He endeavored in his discourse to substantiate the involvement of
women in the realm of origin, making his intended concepts more tangible
and believable in the realm of destination, and persuading his audience
regarding his ideas and beliefs. In light of women's involvement in the
process of meaning-making and literary imagery through that character, this
research aims to qualitatively identify, extract, and analyze those fragments
of discourse in which the speaker employed them for the visualization of his
mental concepts and the depiction of their attributes in his sermons and
letters. The findings indicate that the discourse holder, in the aforementioned
process, employed the character of women and related qualities to bring
about a change in the intellectual and emotional state of the audience.
Furthermore, women in the examined samples have been predominantly
involved in dark spaces bearing the heavy burden of negative actions by
others.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Imam Ali (peace be upon him), as the leader of Muslims, has repeatedly
addressed the characterization of women in his sermons and letters,
expressing thoughtful remarks about them. Therefore, numerous
researchers have examined the topic of women from various perspectives
in Nahj al-Balagha. However, until now, no researcher has explored the
role of women in the conceptualization and verbal imagery of Imam Ali's
(peace be upon him) discourse, nor has it been subjected to analysis.
Hence, the present research aims to achieve this for the first time,
amplifying the significance of this investigation.

It should be noted that in order to obtain a broader range of examples,
all the sermons and letters of Nahj al-Balagha are included in the study
population. The examination of Imam Ali's (peace be upon him) sermons
and letters indicates that he utilized the figure of women and her personal
attributes in conveying his intended concepts to the audience. He
skillfully employed artistic imagery to make the realm of destination
tangible in the process of meaning transfer, aiming to make his discourse
conceptually believable and enduring in the minds of the listeners. The
analysis of the aforementioned text reveals that the speaker draws upon
six conceptual domains related to women and their qualities, which will
be extracted and examined in the following sections with content analysis.

2. Theoretical framework

The analysis of Imam Ali's (peace be upon him) sermons and letters
reveals that he utilized the figure of women and her personal attributes in
the process of conveying his intended concepts to the audience. He
skillfully employed artistic imagery to make the realm of destination
tangible and, while ensuring the believability of his discourse, aimed to
make it enduring and meaningful in the minds of the listeners. The
examination of the text suggests that the speaker draws upon six
conceptual domains related to women and their qualities, which will be
extracted and examined with content analysis in the following sections.

3. Research Method

In this study, excerpts from Imam Ali's (peace be upon him) sermons and
letters are extracted from Nahj al-Balagha, where he used the term
"woman", her specific qualities, and various dimensions of the female
character and moral attributes to visualize different concepts and convey
his intended messages to the audience. These excerpts are classified based
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on the purposes of their usage and then analyzed using a qualitative and
descriptive-analytical approach. The aim is to shed light on the concepts
that Imam Ali employed in his discourse through the involvement of
women and how he structured the realm of destination by their presence
in the realm of origin.

4. Conclusion

The analysis demonstrates that Imam Ali (peace be upon him) utilized six
thematic dimensions of the female character and related qualities in the
process of conveying his intended messages and evoking his own
thoughts. These dimensions include depicting the concepts of enthusiasm
and eagerness, portraying grief, illustrating foolishness, depicting
dependence, portraying humiliation, and illustrating futility.
Consequently, it can be concluded that the female character and its
associated qualities aided the speaker in portraying his abstract and
mental concepts more effectively and giving them concreteness. This
concretization primarily occurred through the use of similes and
identification. Such techniques facilitate the recipient's understanding of
the message and contribute to a deeper level of awareness.The analysis of
the studied examples guides us towards an approach where the realm of
origin, shaped by the presence of women in the discourse under
investigation, includes the following instances: the dependence of a
breastfeeding infant on the mother's breast, the anticipation of a pregnant
woman for childbirth and the relief from its pain, the eagerness of a
recently delivered mother to see her newborn, the lament and restlessness
of a mother who has lost her child, the dangerous obedience without
reason from women, pregnant women and fetal abortion, the confined and
foolish bride, the dependency of a child on the mother, the dependency of
a maidservant on possessions, the inappropriate social status of a
maidservant, and the impossibility of nursing from a dried-up breast. The
speaker, with an understanding of the familiarity of the audience with
these matters, intelligently presents the second part of his discourse and
strives to make his discourse believable with the support of this
recognition.
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